Transitional rules for 11 Feb 2021 RTA law changes
Most of the rules in the Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2020 apply to a tenancy that has already started before 11 February 2021. There are some exceptions:
	Topic
	Exception

	Assignment
	The Amendment Act provides that tenancy agreements cannot prohibit assignment of a tenancy (unless the tenant is in a social housing tenancy). This rule does not apply to existing tenancy agreements that prohibit assignment.

	Termination of periodic tenancies
	A termination notice given before 11 February 2021 under the current rules which comes into effect after 11 February 2021 is valid.
Termination notices given after 11 February 2021 must use the new rules.

	Notices for anti-social behaviour or rent arrears
	Notices for anti-social behaviour or rent arrears under the new rules in the Amendment Act cannot be given for any instances before 11 February 2021.

	Termination of fixed-term tenancies
	For all fixed-term tenancies granted before 11 February 2021, the current rules for ending tenancies apply. The new rules for terminating fixed-term tenancies will only apply to fixed term tenancies granted after 11 February 2021.
A tenancy is granted when it is agreed, which is likely to be before the tenancy start date.

	Information to be held by a landlord
	New rules for retaining information only apply to information held by the landlord on or after 11 February 2021.

	Abandonment of a tenancy
	If a landlord applies to the Tenancy Tribunal for an order to end an abandoned tenancy, the tenant will need to pay 28 days’ rent from the date set out in the Tribunal’s order if that date is 11 February 2021. If the date set out in the Tribunal’s order is before 11 February 2021 the tenant will need to pay 21 days’ rent from that date.

	Unlawful acts
	Some current obligations in the RTA are not described as unlawful acts, and the Amendment Act introduces unlawful acts for those. If a landlord or tenant has breached an obligation (that is to have an unlawful act attached to it) before 11 February 2021 they will not be subject to one of the new unlawful acts in the Amendment Act.

	Proceedings in the Tenancy Tribunal
	If there are proceedings in the Tribunal before 11 February 2021, the rules in the Amendment Act do not apply.


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
[bookmark: _heading=h.ent02877kguj]The termination ground of a tenant physically assaulting a landlord, and the ability of tenants to terminate a tenancy because of family violence, have a different commencement date. Both of these provisions require regulations to be made.
If a tenant received a “no cause” termination before 11 Feb 2021 do they still have to move out?
Yes. A termination notice given before 11 February 2021 under the current rules which comes into effect after the main commencement date is valid.
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